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should deny them the liberty to refuse what we may offer; or else we may as well give them in marriage, as was done in old days, and never let them see one another.
The eldest sister turned her head towards her father at this, but said nothing.
I understand you, Betty, says her father ; but she said nothing still; and the old lady, finding the discourse pinched a little hard, begun some other talk, and soon after, the men withdrawing, left the ladies together.
When the men were gone; Hark ye, says the old gentlewoman, I was willing to break off the discourse just now, because 1 was afraid it was offensive to your father; but pray let us talk a little more to you, madam; I fully approve the resolution of your youngest sister, but methinks yours is a little uncharitable, (speaking to the eldest.)
Eld. SisL I was very much obliged to you, madam, for breaking off the discourse; for my father is passionate, and is sometimes so out of temper with us upon these points, that we are greatly grieved at it, and particularly that he will not give us leave to speak.
Yo. S'ist. I am sure it has almost broke my heart.
Old Lady. I am very sorry for it; for indeed I think yours is nothing but what every woman that is a Christian ought to think herself obliged to: "What dreadful doings must there be, when a religious woman marries a wretch that is a despiser of God! A Christian to be linked to an infidel! One that serves God to be joined to one of God's enemies! and then to love such a man too! the very thought is enough to fill one with confusion ! take it which way you will, it is equally dismal. First, to be married to him, and not love him, that's a hell upon earth! and to love him! one that we inust reflect